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Commencement exercises were recently held for the Center for Homeland Defense and Security’s eleventh
graduating class. Graduates include:
Major James Bloom, Collier County Sheriff’s Office, FL
Pam Broughton, Hamilton County EMA and Homeland Security, OH
John Brown, South Carolina Department of Health and Environment Control
Officer Donna Cayson, Pasadena California Police Department
Major Daniel Cooney, New York State Police
Captain Matt Cutts, United States Coast Guard
Battalion Chief Dan Diehl, Atlanta Fire Rescue Department
Deputy Chief Jeff Dulin, Charlotte Fire Department
Battalion Chief John Esposito, Fire Department of New York City
Patty Fairweather, Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management
John Foley, Joint Task Force Civil Support, Fort Monroe, VA
Commander Dana Hall, Department of Health and Human Services, Kansas City, MO
Deputy Fire Chief Bryan Heirston, Oklahoma City Fire Department
Captain Andrew Miller, Washington National Guard
Robert Miranda, Federal Bureau of Investigation
Battalion Chief Thomas Robson, Fire Department of New York City
Deputy Chief Phillip Sanchez, Santa Monica Police Department, CA
Lieutenant Colonel Kristine Shelstad, Texas Military Forces
Christopher Smith, Portsmouth City Health Department, OH
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Eric Smith, Federal Bureau of Investigation
Laurie Van Leuven, City of Seattle Public Utilities
CHDS is nationally recognized for offering the first master’s degree program for homeland security in the country
and has produced over 250 alumni
from across the nation. The goal of the Center in providing this program to DHS officials is to increase the
collaboration between the local, state, tribal,
and DHS agencies at the strategic level. The program requires participants to complete a thesis that proposes
solutions to current homeland security policy
and strategy challenges within their agencies. Several of the theses have become best practices and are used as
national models. Currently, the Center runs
five master’s degree classes, three in Monterey, Calif., and now two in the National Capital Region (NCR) and
graduates 90 senior officials every year.
Several of the students were also recognized for their special contributions to the CHDS program. Phillip Sanchez,
Deputy Chief of the Santa Monica Police
Department, was selected as the winner of the Curtis H. "Butch" Straub Achievement Award. He was nominated for
the award by fellow classmates for
his excellent grades, outstanding thesis, "Increasing Information Sharing Among Independent Police Departments,"
and help in providing leadership
and energy for the CHDS MA Program.
Robert Miranda, Special Agent with the Dallas Division of the FBI, was presented the Zimbardo Award. This award is
given to a graduating student who
demonstrates the best understanding of the psychological aspects of terrorism and whose performance in the
master’s program best embodies the highest
levels of academic achievement and outstanding leadership.
"Robert was chosen because he asked very insightful questions, reflecting a critical mind and an open attitude, not
just about terrorism but also
about the ‘worldview’ of Americans as contrasted to citizens from other nations. He helped to energize the class as
well as the instructors,"
stated CHDS Professor Dr. Phillip Zimbardo.
Pam Broughton, Program Coordinator for the Hamilton County, Ohio Emergency Management Agency, was
selected as the winner of the Outstanding Thesis Award
for her dissertation entitled, "Improving the ability to measure the impact of the Homeland Security Grant Program."
The nominated theses were
evaluated on the following criteria: overall academic rigor; quality of the literature review; impact of the study on
homeland security strategy and future
research implications; quality of analysis and conclusions; quality of organization, writing and overall presentation of
thesis.
"Pam built upon her experience as a homeland security grants coordinator to tackle a difficult and messy problem.
She experienced firsthand the
challenges of measuring the impact of homeland security funds, juggling the administrative burden of program
requirements, and making strategic progress
with disparate programs and stakeholders. Pam’s research systemically identified the issues, studied their
importance with over 200 survey responses,
and made recommendations for improvement. Policymakers at all levels of government can use her work to move
beyond anecdotes and better understand some
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important unintended consequences of grant program data collection. Addressing issues that Pam identified can
improve our nation’s homeland security,
said CHDS Professor Lauren Fernandez. "Pam cares deeply about the homeland security mission. I am proud to
have followed her outstanding work from
the whiteboard to a polished thesis. I can’t wait to see what complex problem she tackles next."
Glen Woodbury, Director of the Center for Homeland Defense and Security, said "I am honored to have worked with
this cohort of students during their
time here at the Center. I know each one of them will return to their agencies with a renewed vigor to serve their
communities and the nation. The nexus of
the practitioner – be it in law enforcement, fire service, emergency management, public health, or the military – with
the academic insight and perspective
they acquired here at the Center, represents the future of homeland security professionals."
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